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c But the liberal deviſeth liberal 
c things, and by liberal things 
4 ſhall he ſtand. 


We HE Occaſion of your bent 
meeting, I ſuppoſe is known to 
all that now give their Attend- 
Y ance. Your forming a SocIETY 
710 for the RELIEF of the Wipows 
and Ca ILDREN of poor DIisSSENTING= 
MrxISTERs has been publiſhed to the World 
by the printing a Sermon preach'd the firſt 
Wedneſday in March the laſt Year. The Caſe 
of Orphans and Widows is there tenderly de- 
ſcribed, and your De/ign to help and pro- 
vide for them in their Diſtreſs is recommended 
as a Branch of CONS : 


1 Proſperity and Eſtabliſhment promiſed 


_ Is this Charity I beg leave to add, 
ape acting under and with the wiſeſt, N 
and beſt HEAD and GOVERNOUR: For “ 4 
« Father of the Fatherlefs, and a Judge of 
<« the Widows is Gop in his holy Habita- 
©« tion*.” And he that judges them in their 
help leſs State, will alſo n and favour- 
ably judge and bleſs thoſe who are taking 


their Part, and fupplying their Wants. 


Bur becauſe there are other Inftances of 
Charity and Benevolence to which you are 
called at this time of the Year, and which 


ſome of you have ſhewn a very kind and 
ſtated regard to before this was propoſed, 


I therefore thought it very proper and ſea- 


ſonable to enlarge on ſuch a Suhject as that 
which I have now read; hoping * whilſt 


you are devifing liberal things on this Occa- 


fion, you will not leſſen your Contributions 


„ other Caſes that were prior to this, and 


on ſome Accounts I apprehend are of greater 
Importance. Many of us this very Week 
have been actually contributing to the Sup- 


port of poor Miniſters now living; and it is 
the yearl Contrivance and Practice of ſome 


in this City, to do very liberal Things on 
that Occaſion. It is hoped, that what you 
are here called to, will not prejudice that 
other Charity in any future Collections; but 
only put you upon further Devices to extend 
your Compafſion and Bounty to the belple eſo 


— Pſalm Ixviii. 5 | 2 HDR 4 
Remains 


to them that deviſe Liberal Things, 8 
Remains of thoſe whom you are encouraging 
to continue their publick Labours during 
Life, tho' ſtruggling with many Wants and 
much Contempt. The one Charity moſt 
agreeably follows the other, and indeed ren- 
ders it more perfect. No doubt but it will 
produce many additional Thankſgivings to 
God, who has inclined your Hearts to ſhew 
Kindneſs to the poor Families of good Men 
after their Deceaſe. 785 
Bur ſuch an Extent of Benevolence, and 
a Continuance in it, will require your ſerious 
and frequent Attention to ſuch Maxims and 
Declarations as that in the Text: The Liberal 
dewiſeth liberal Things, and by liberal Things 
ſhall he ſtand, [or he ſhall be eftabliſhed.] 
TRE Prophet in the firſt Verſe of this 
Chapter deſcribes the happy State of 1/rael 
through the wiſe Government of Hezekziah, 
which he fore/aw ; for it is ſaid, behold a King 
SHALL REIGN 1n Righteouſneſs, And the 
whole Adminiſtration under ſuch a King he 
prophetically ſays, ſhould be juſt and gene- 
rous. Princes, which may ſignify the chief 
Officers of State, and of Juſtice, ſhall then 
allo rule in Fudgment. And a Man [thus 
ruling and governing, as one that underſtands 
the true Uſe of Power,] ſhall be as an Hiding- 
Place from the Wind, and a Covert from 
the Tempeſt. This may fignify, that ſuch a 
Man in Power will ſhelter and protect thoſe 
who are expoſed to the Malice and Violence 
of ill Men; and will cheriſh and comfort 

3 thoſe 


: 6 Proſperity and Eſtabliſhment promiſed 
thoſe that are unrighteouſly treated; and born 
down with Labour and Want: He ſhall be 
| as Rivers of Water in a dry Place, as the 
i IB Shadow of a great Rock in a weary Land. 
i But though this might be primarily applicable 
ll. to Hezekiah, and to his Princes or mini- 
=. ſterial Officers, and ſo may be applied to 


if other civil Governments where the Admini- 
I ſtration is juſt, liberal, and impartial ; yet 
l doubtleſs the ultimate View of this Prophecy 


extends to the Dominion and Adminiſtration 
l of him, who was to ſet up a Kingdom a- 


} mongſt Men of which there ſhould be 10 


| derate in their Conduct, not raſh and vio- 
ij lent, but their Converſation ſhall be grateful 
il and inſtructive to each other, ver. 4. And 
il in this they ſhall be diſtinguiſhed from thoſe 
i} ol vile and grovelling Tempers, and from 
* the angry and churliſh, being diſtinguiſh'd 
by their Liberality and Bounty. Their kind 

and generous Diſpoſitions ſhall be manifeſt 

both by their Conſultations to promote all 

manner of Benevolence, and by their Actions 
to relieve the Neceſſitous and Diſtreſſed. 

Nor that All who come into the Goſpel 
Kingdom will be ſuch as we have deſcribed ; 
but the Government of Cariſt, and the Diſpen- 

1 ſation of Religion ſettled by him, are every 
way 


i Eud. 2 5 

j IN this Kingdom, it is propheſied that 
0 there ſhall be the cleareſt light, and the 
i! greateſt improvements in Knowledge, ver. 3. 
1 That Men ſhall become prudent and conſi- 
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fo them that deviſe Liberal Things. 7 
way fitted and contrived to make them ſuch. 
Tx1s however will be the effect of the 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation, that it ſhall render 
every Man's true Character more conſpi- 
cuous ; and they that are not made kind, 
and good, and liberal by it, ſhall be the more 
expoſed. The wile Perſon ſhall be no more 
called liberal, nor the Churl ſaid to be 
bountiful, ver. 5. The Speeches and Works 
of Men ſhall, when compared with the 
' merciful and righteous Adminiſtration under 
which they are, more fully prove their Vil- 
lany and Hypocriſy. For the vile Perſon will 
ſheak Villany, and his Heart will work Ini- 
quity to practiſe Hypocriſy, and to utter Er- 
ror againſt the Lord, to make empty the Soul 
of the Hungry, and he will cauſe the Drink 
of the Thirſty to fail, ver. 6. ; 
Sc Error will he utter againſt Tus 

LoxD, the King ſet up by Gop in his holy 
Hill, as either to deny his Government, and 
his Right to the imperial Throne; or ſuch 
Error as, upon Pretences of Religion, and ad- 
vancing the Kingdom of Chrift, - ſhall find 

out Inſtruments to reproach and deſtro 
thoſe who are already made poor and help- 
leſs. The Inſtruments alſo . Chur are 
evil; he deviſeth wicked Devices, to deftroy 
the Poor with lying Words, even when the 
Needy ſpeaketh right, ver. 7. By falſe Suſ- 
ſpicions and ill-grounded Prejudices, by un- 
true Suggeſtions and Informations, by lying 
Cenſures and haughty churliſh Uſage, he 
| we | will 


- ** 


8 Proſpe rity and Eſtabliſhment promiſed 
will ſeek to bear down the Poor, againſt whom 


he ſets himſelf. He is for finking them till 


lower and lower, till they are deſtroyed; 
and he will ſeek out Inſtruments to effe this, 


even when it is allowed that the Needy Heal. 
eth right. 


Bur the liberal Man will ſhine the 


brighter in ſuch a ſtate of Things, by his 


Character being ſet againſt that of the lying 


Deſtroyer, and the churhfſb covetous Man. 


It is the Glory of the liberal Soul to deviſe 


and conſult about liberal Things. And here- 
by, as will appear from this Diſcourſe, he not 


only gains great Advantages in his own Cha- 


rater, and in the growing Eſteem of thoſe both 
for whom and with whom he acts; but he is 
aſſured of ſuch an Eſtabliſhment, as ſhall be 


a Reward of his Liberality, and ſhall enable 
him to perſevere in it. By liberal Things 
be hall tand. From theſe Words, thus re- 
ferring to the Chriſtian State and Kingdom, 
I ſhall take de to ſhew, 


I. WU AT Things are counted liberal in 


\ 


the Prophet's Repreſentation of the Chriſtian 


State, and what is implied in devifing there 
things. 


II. Wu ar abundant Proviſion is made 
in the Kingdom of Chrift, and by his Gofpet, 
to promote Liberality in ay the Branches 
of it. 


III. Wnar 


+. ol „ . 
to them that deviſe Liberal Things, 9 


III. Wü Ar Encouragement we have 
more eſpecially from the Text to deviſe and 
practiſe liberal Things, and to perf? in ſo 
doing. No Man will weaken or prejudice 
himſelf hereby (as churliſh and covetous Per- 
ſons are apt to ſpeak and think) but will 
really advance and eſtabliſh himſelf, thro' the 

Favour and Blefling of Gop, and the Good- 
Will of Men. „ 


TR E firſt Head is to ſhew what things 
are counted liberal in this Chapter, and what 
is implied in deviſing theſe things. 


ONE thing which the Context points out 
to us, as a Proof of a bountiful and good 
Mind, is an impartial Concern for Truth 
and Right, whatever Oppoſitions to them are 
excited and kept up. So the Liberal ſtand 
oppoſed to them that practiſèꝰ Hypocriſy ; that 
1s, who cannot ſerve their own Intereſt, or 
accompliſh the Deſigns they have in view, 
without ſome Diſguiſe, and ſome wrongful 
injurious Turns given to the Principles or 
Conduct of others. By ſlanderous Words, 
and by unjuſt falſe Cenſures they hinder and 
ſuppreſs the things that are fit to be done, if 
for any who are of different Sentiments 
from themſelves. The truly liberal or ge- 
nerous Man cannot enter into ſuch Meaſures 
as appear to him a Prejudice to Truth, and 
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10 Proſperity and Eſtabliſhment promiſed 


| to the Right of the Caſe, whether in things 


civil or religious. He cannot take Part with 
thoſe who are falſely repreſenting the Cha- 
racters of others; but is really concerned to 
take off unjuſt Imputations, let the Ad- 
vantage or Diſadvantage fall where it will. 
THEREEORE, another liberal thing of which 
the Prophet ſpeaks, is, the repreſenting Cha- 
racters and Actions kindly, and in a generous 


manner, in oppoſition to thoſe that ſpeak 


wile and pernicious things. The Liberal is 


oppoſed to the Chur/ in this Particular. The 


one is ever advancing Maxims and Rules of 
Conduct that are full of Goad-Will; the other 
is mighty ſtrenuous and warm for thoſe 
Maxims and Managements that ſhall ſerve 
his own particular Deſigns, or thoſe of his 
Party and his Aſſociates, while he is run- 
ning down, and ſpeaking contemptuous and 
hateful thin gs of others. This he does, ei- 


ther by Expreſſions that are openly reproach- 


ful and paſſionate; or elſe by mixing fair 
Speeches, and vile Suggeſtions together, ſay- 
ing ſome things with an Appearance of Good- 
neſs, that he may the more effe&ually ſtab 
with others. Some are churliſh as Na- 
bal was, of whom it is ſaid, be is ſuch 4 

Son of Belial, a Man cannot ſpeak to himk; 


others are churliſh by hiding their Hatred 


(as the Verſe before the Text ſpeaks) 
with ly;ng Words, i. e. ſome Appearances of Be- 


* 1 Sam. XXV, 3.—and 17, compar. 7 
Hove. 


to them that deviſe Liberal Things, 11 


nevolence. But of ſuch it is faid, that, 


under the Adminiſtration of Chriſt, the Churl 


ſhall not be called bountiful. However he 
may affect to be fo called, and in ſome 
things may exerciſe Bounty; yet his evil 
Spirit and Conduct in other things, will ſhew 


what he is. So that the Liberal or Bounti- 


ful Man is not partially kind, but quite be- 
nevolent and generous throughout his whole 
Condut. RV 


AGAIN, the Liberal is one who ſays. 


and does kind things with great Freedom and 
Pleaſure. On this Account he is oppoſed to the 
_ Churl, who ſpeaks and acts under continual 


Reſtraint. Gataker obſerves, that the Word 


tranſlated Churl, comes from a Root that 


ſignifies to contain, or reſtrain. Both theſe 


Words he applies to ſet forth this unhappy 


Character. To contain as a Meaſure doth, 


| denotes the Churi to be one that is for doing all 


after the moſt ſcanty Pattern, not parting with 


a Grain ora Crumb above Weight and Meaſure; 


which he further explains by a proverbial 
Speech among ourſelves, one that will cleave 
an Hair. To reſtrain, if the Original Word 
be ſo taken, denotes the Chur/ being one 


that hides and impriſons what he hath ; he 


witholds more than is meet, or (according 
to the Author now quoted) he is one that 
hath theſe Words rife in his Mouth, ine 


own, to myſelf. Such Maxims and gg 
is 


ments as theſe, the Liberal will bear 
| — B 2 Teſti- 
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L118 


* 7 — 


. 


TP 
2 4 5 


——— . 


— HH Ire no IR 20 4 00 —_— * 


12 Proſperity and Eſtabliſnement Wan 


Teſtimony. againſt. He knows that he is 
not made for himſelf, and that he is not raiſed 


5 1 17 — 
2 5 
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or enriched for himſelf, but for the Honour 
of Gor, and the good of Society. 
ANnoTHER liberal thing intimated in the 


Context, is, to ſupport and aſſiſt thoſe that 


are abuſed and ill-treated by evil Inſtruments. 


The Inſtruments of the Churl are evil; and 


in Oppoſition to theſe the liberal Man will 


endeavour to find out ſome that ſhall be In- 


ſtruments of Good. 


Oxcz more, the Liberal is repreſented asa 
bountiful Man. The vile perſon is faid to deſtroy 
the Poor, taking away, by one Method or 


5 ae the little that they have: On the con- 


trary, the liberal Man is called bountiful, which 


implies a being pleaſed with every Opportu- 


nity of relieving the Diſtreſſed ; and his Bounty 
is ſuch, as to contrive ways to ſet them above 
Cacuniiences of Want, and Meanneſs, as far 


- as his Kindneſs and Help can go. 


In all theſe Inftances, as we have Abi- 
lity and Opportunity, we ſhould be ready to 
1 — our Liberality to thoſe of our fellow 
Chriſtians, and eſpecially to thoſe Miniſters of 

Religion and their neceſſitous Families, who 

are diſtreſſed by the profanely Scornful and 
Vicious, or by churliſh Bigots, and the evil 
Inſtruments of ſuch throughout this Nation. 
You will give me leave to inſtance ſome things : 
which I know you have at Heart. 

STAND upfor the Principles of Liberty both 
in the civil and religious Matters; and parti- 
cularly for the great Foundation of Protrſtant- 


lm, 


% 


to them that deviſe Liberal Things. Or 

zn, and of the Reformation from Popery, 
the Liberty of private Fudgment in all 
ec thing that relate to Conſcience, and to our 
<« final Acceptance with Gop”. 
Opposz the Spirit of Impoſition, and the 
Principles of Tyranny and of Perſecution, as 
you have Opportunity, where ver they appear. 
Let Truth and the Right of every Caſe be 
your ſtudy, and don't be aſhamed or afraid 
to ſtand up for theſe things. 

| Don'T be forward to receive or report 

things to the Diſadvantage of thoſe, who by 
Prejudice and Miſunderſtandings are be evil 
ſpoken of amongſt ourſelves, but with whom 
you have choſen notwithſtanding to take your 
Lot, in the Uſage to which they are ex- 
poſed from the preſent Generation. She 
yourſelves implacable Enemies to all Calumny 
and evil Reports. As the north Wind 
drives away Rain, ſo doth an angry Coun- 
e tenance a Backbiting Tongue.” Be ever 
ready to deliver thoſe who are ill uſed out 
of the Hands of ill Inſtruments, as far as lies 
in your Power; and let your Contributions 
to ſupply their Neceſſities, and to raiſe them 
above Circumſtances of Want and Contempt, 
be free and chearful, prudent and well de- 
viſed, and then they will be continued and 
perſevering. 


Bur this leads to the other Branch of the 
Head I am upon; that is, to ſhew what is 
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ſo as to be ready to every 


14 Proſpetity and Eſtabliſhment promiſed 
implied in devifing theſe things. This, if I 
take it right, includes both a contriving for 


them in ourſelves, and One about them 
with others, 


To deviſe liberal things, is to contrive 
8 for them in our ſelves. The firſt 
* ein and main thing here, is to fix our 
Principles and our Ends, ſo as that 


the liberal things which have been mentioned 


may enter into our Scheme of Life, and be 


made a great Part of the Concern and Buſi- 


ſineſs of it. The next thing is, to form 
our Tempers agreeably to this Part of Chriſti- 
anity. That we may Love Mercy, and give 
chearfully, not grudgmgly f. And then, 


thirdly, it will follow, that we order our Bu- 


feneſs and our A 
theſe liberal things. 


airs, ſo as to leave room for 
Hence it is that, in the 
midſt of a moſt beautiful Deſcription of the 


righteous and charitable Man, it is inſerted, 


—— He will guide his Affairs with Diſere- 


tion . Without a due Regard to this, there 


can neither be a redeeming Time for liberal 


nor a proportioning our Expences 
good Work. 


Tux Apoſtle would have the Rich ſolemnly 
charged to be rich in good Works ||, That 
18, to proportion their Works of Piety and 
Charity to their Eſtates, and to their ſupe- 


rior Expences to thoſe about them in other 
+48 Cor. 1x-.7: 
| 1 Tim. vi. 17. 


* Micah vi. 8. 
7 Pla]. . 5. 


things. 


to them that deviſe Liberal Things. 1 5 
things. And they do not comply with the 
apoſtolical Charge, that do not thus deviſe 
and contrive to be rich in Works of Piety 
and Goodneſs. To be rich in Apparel, and 
in the Furniture of their Houſes, and in 
faring ſumptuouſly, and having a ſplendid 
Equipage, all this, if you will not call it a 
Soleciſin (or an Impropriety of Speech) I would 
fay is a poor way of being rich. For of all 
theſe things, the Rich muſt be ſtript in a 
few Days, or Nears at longeſt. But to be rich 
in good Works, is to be eternally rich; and to 
lay up in Store for the Life to come, where 
Gop hath prepared an inheritance that is 
undeſiled and uncorruptible, and that fadeth 
not away. . * 

THE fame Apoſtle would have 3 
and labouring Men to be the more careful, and 
diligent in their Buſineſs, That they may 
« have to give to him that needeth *. And 
the general Rule laid down for All, is this, 
That every Man ſhould lay by him in 
«« Store, as Gop hath proſpered him +.” 
Now if Men do not obſerve and confider 
how Gop proſpers them, and in proportion 
thereto contrive to lay by ſomething for pious 
and charitable Uſes, they cannot be ſaid to 
act according to this Rule. If they go on 
continually taking out /o much of their Gains, 
for this and the other Expence, at the Demand 


* Eph. iv. 28. +1 Cor. xvi. 2, 


of 


—— 
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to proceed from the Heart; Every Man 


Corinthians, that they had Notice of what 


knowing before hand, meditate to excuſe 


encreaſe their Bounty. The Time would fail 


duct of his on Affairs. To proceed, 
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of Fancy and Appetite, [which in Scripture 
Language is only /owng to the Fleſh] and they 
have no Thought of taking out any thing for 
Go p's Worthip, and for his Poor; in thus 
doing they ſin againſt another Rule, which 
is given on purpoſe to aſſiſt and ſtrengthen 
their Memories, namely, To do good and 
* to communicate, forget not; for with ſuch 


IT is certain, that all Bounty in giving, ough 


< according as he purpoſeth in his Heart, 
* ſo let him give rf. And St. Paul tells the 


was deſigned to be done for the poor Chriſtians 
in Fudæa, that what they gave, might 
* be a Matter of Bounty, not of Covetouſ- 
< neſs 1. That they ſhould not, from their 


themſelves, or to do the leſs; but that they 
ſhould contrive ſome other Expences ſo, as to 


me to recite the Paſſages that repreſent the 
devijing of liberal Things, by a Man's con- 
triving for them in himſelf, and in the Con- 


THE devifing of liberal Things, implies, 
Conſulere in à conſulting with others about them. 
commune, in He that contrives liberal Things in 


publicum. himſelf, and takes delight in them, 
| * Heb. xiv; 16. -+.2 Car. is, 95. e. 


1 


will 


will do all he can to engage others in ſuch 


things; and they will rale counſel together 


how to make their Liberality anſwer the beſt 
Purpoſes, and to ſecure the great and impor- 
tant Ends they have in View. They will excite 


and encourage one another by proper Mo- | 
tives and Arguments; they will provoke 


one another by mutual good Examples; 


and they will form ſuch Rules and Mea- 


ſures of Conduct, as ſhall both ſtrengthen 


their own Hands, and recommend their 
Liberality to Friends and Acquaintance ; and 


that not only to their Cotemporaries, but to 


_ thoſe that ſhall ſurvive them. This is indeed 
to do their good Works ſo as that they are ſer: 
of Men; but it is not with an oſtentatious 
Intention, that they may be applauded of 


Men; and therefore they do not offend againſt 
that Warning of our Saviour, to © Take 
te heed that ye do not your Alms before Men”. 


For he himſelf explains what he meant by 


this, when he adds immediately, To be 
« ſeen of Men *. This muſt not be our 


End and Motive in charitable Actions. But 


our Saviour himſelf has inſtructed and com- 


. manded us, to © Let our Light ſhine before 

Mien, that they may ſee our good Works, 
“and glorify our Father who is in Heaven “. 
As there is a ſinful Oftentation, ſo there is 
a ſinful Shame and Reſervedneſs, which ought 
to be avoided and watch'd againſt by thoſe 


ba Matt. vi. 1. T Matt, V. 16. 


C who 
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who would act in the true Spirit of Chriſ- 
tians. The Author to the Hebrews ſpoke, 
no doubt, agreeably to the Goſpel-ſtate, not 
only when he fays, © Let us hold faſt the 
« Profeſſion of our Faith without wavering ;” 
but when he adds, And let us conſider 
ce one another, to provoke unto Love and 
% to good Works *. Let us conſider how 
much we want Excitement, Advice, and 
Encouragement from one another; and ac- 
cording to our different Stations, Abilities and 
Opportunities, let us conſider things ſo as to 
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II. WararT abundant Proviſion is made in 
the Kingdom of Cbriſt, and by his Goſpel, to 
promote Liberality in all the Inſtances before 
given. 7 _ 
THERE 1s the greateſt Care, in the very 
Formation of Chriſtianity, to remove what- 
ever would hinder. our being liberal : There 
are the plaineſt fulleſt Directions and Rules 
laid down for the Exerciſe of Love and good 
Works: There are Examples great and moving, 
0 to render the Precepts more forcible: And 
th there are the moſt perſuafive Arguments to 


ow * - 
—_ — 
— 


— 
— — 


_— 

— — — 
—U—ä — —— — V—L— 
— 2 hies > err Rp eds 
— —— — 


— « 
„3 Ss 
—— 


—_— 
„ 

— ͤ 

© wy — 


— = 0 ꝰꝙ— 


— ——— ee 
— . 3 — — — 

—— — A 1 — —— - 

2 mo — is — r 


—_— — — 4 — — . - ” — — x 
DT CCC x —üU — — C ww 
N pt - — — 2 — s : 4 — — 


engage 


. 3 4 = 
7 £1 bdh 
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engage our continual and perſevering Atten- 
tion to theſe things. 


I. Turk is the greateſt Care in the 
very Beginnings, and in the whole Structure 


of the Chriſtian Religion, to remove the Hin- 
drances of Liberality. In the firſt ſetting up 
of the Kingdom of Chriſt, thoſe. Leſſons were 
taught that have a direct Tendency to root 
out the Principles by which the Spirits of 
Men are contracted, and made unfriendly to 


one another. And the more effectually real 


Chriſtianity is taught and learned, the more 


will it promote a benevolent, generous Diſpo- 


ſition of Mind, and will deliver us from thoſe 
things that eue oe ĩͤ 
For Inſtance: It is required that if any 


Man will be a Diſciple of Chriſt, he ſhould 


deny himſelf: And how many Occaſions of 
Uncharitableneſs would be removed, if all 
criminal Self/bneſs was once ſubdued ? He 
that (as the Apoſtle expreſſeth it) does not look 
on his own Things, but alſo on the Things of 
others , and in this becomes /zke-minged with 
Jesvs CHRIST, will be very kind and ge- 
nerous in every thing that tends to promote 
the Eſteem and Welfare of others; and he will 
alſo be very compaſſionate to them under all 
the Marks of Hatred and ill Uſage from the 
World, and will be ready to relieve them in 
their Wants and Diſtreſſes. 


# Phil. ii. 4, f. 
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- Acain, As a Fear of Want, and a Di- 
| firuſt of Providence, is another great Impe- 
diment to Bounty and Liberality ; fo we find 
- our Saviour, in his Sermon on the Mount, 
ſpeaking very cloſely and earneſtly, and very 
largely to this Caſe. Read the vith of Mat-. 
thew, from the 25th Verſe to the End of 
the Chapter. The Doctrine of a particular 
Providence is there aſſerted in every thing 
that befals us, both with relation to Life it 
ſelf, and the Proviſions for its Comfort and 
Continuance. The ſeveral Articles of Ex- 
pence about which Men are apt to take 
the moſt uneaſy Thought, and the moſt in- 
Jul Care, are there referred to Gop our hea- 
- wenly Father in ſuch a Manner, as to make 
us more eaſy in the Thought of His providing 
for us, than in relying upon our own anxious 
ſolicitous Endeavours and Forecaſt. He does 
not diſcourage Induſtry, or a prudent Con- 
cern for #&-morrow : But he would not have 
the preſent Nay loaded with the Cares and 
the Evil of future Days; nor the Providence 
of Gop /uſpefted, as if his Kindneſs would 
fail; nor, conſequently, any preſent good 
Work omitted through Diſtruſt and Fear. 
How many liberal Things might, and would 
be effected, if all the Impediments that are 
owing to a ſinful diſtruſtful Care about u- 
ture Years, were removed out of the way? 
ANOTHER thing which ſtands connected 
with this, and indeed goes before it in our 
Saviour's Diſcourſe, and which 1s a great 
. | HFindrance 


— 
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HFindrance of Liberality, is an Over-value, 

and an Over-affection for this World, When 
once a Man forms to himſelf Notions of Hap- 
pineſs in the Service of Mammon, and grows 
warm in the Purſuit of thoſe Gains, Pleaſures 
and Honours, which ſuch a Service promiſeth 
as the Reward of making court to this World, 
he will not ſtick at the moſt unreaſonable, un- 
generous things to obtain his End, and to hear 
down thoſe that ſtand in his way. Therefore 
it is, that the Scripture abounds with Exhor- 
tations to. © fake heed and beware of Cove- 
« touſneſs; not to lay up for ourſelves Trea- 
< ſures on Earth, but to lay up for ourſelves 
© 'Treaſuresin Heaven: Not to love the World, 


s neither the things that are in the World *; 


and the like. Inordinate Affection to this 
World is repreſented in the ſtrongeſt Terms 
ſinful, it is even Enmity to God. The Love of 
Money is condemned as the Root of all Evil. 
Ye cannot ſerve Gop and Mammon. Cove- 
touſneſs is expreſly declared to be Idolatry. The 
Covetous are not more averſe to Gop, than he 
is to them, whom the Lord abhors.” 
They are ſet in the black Lift of thoſe who 
ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God +. Yea, 
their future State and Doom, is to have their 
Thirſt after theſe things enragingly violent, 
When they ſhall not be allowed ſo much as 
a Drop of Water to allay the ſcorching Heat. 
What can be contrived as a Remedy to this 
Evil, if all theſe things are inſufficient ? 
Mat. vi. 19. + 1 Cor. vi. 10. 
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trived to cut off all extravagant and finful 


which waſte Time, as well as Subſtance, 


and the Pride of Life, by which immenſe 
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Bu T to proceed, a further Occaſion of 
Mens wanting Liberality, as before deſcrib- 
ed, is Intemperance, and expenſive Ways of 
living. By a miſtaken Liberality (as they 
call it) in Mens gratifying their Luſts and 
Appetites, they leave no room, or time, for 


the Height of good Nature, they do ſome 
kind Acts, yet their Goodneſs is but as 
a Morning Cloud, that paſſeth away. Where 
as Chriſtianity, in order to make Men ha- 
bitually and perſeyeringly liberal, has con- 


Expences. All Exceſs in Meats and Drinks, 


(and on both Accounts indiſpoſeth to many 
Inſtances of Liberality) the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion expreſly forbids. The Luſt of the Eyes, 


Treaſures are conſamed, are declared not to 
be of the FaTHER, but of the World *. 
They are neither agreeable to the Principles 
of natural Religion, nor to the Spirit and 

Views of Chriſtianity. How many Impe- 
diments to the deviſing and practiſing libe- 
ral Things would be removed, if all the Ex- 
pences of Pride and Intemperance were turned 

into ſo many various Channels of Benevo- _ 
lence and Charity? And how much more 


find, in becoming Benefactors to their Fel- 


* John ii. 16. . 
low 
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333 than in corrupting and debaſing 
them by Luxury, Lewdneſs and Vanity; 
1. e. drawing them into Expences which 
threaten, and without Repentance will effect 
their utter Ruin? | 

Ox more: Another great Hindrance of 
liberal and generous Conſultations and Ac- 
tions, is @ bigotted Zeal for a Party in Mat- 
ters of Religion. Nothing has a worſe Jen- 
dency to narrow the Spirits of Men, than this 
hath. Indeed it has a wonderful Power to 
make Men bountiful to thoſe of their own 
Way; but that is only to raiſe their Averſion 
and Oppoſition to ſuch as are not of their 
Way. And by this Means Men are taught 


to become ungenerous, yea unmerciful to whole 


Bodies of their Fellow-chriſtians at once, 


They are carried to villify one Body of Men 


3 another, till the greateſt Part of their 
Fellow-chriſtians (I might fay, Fellow- pro- 


teſtants too) are made the Objects of their 


Contempt and Ill-uſage. To deſtroy this 
bigotted, contracted Temper, our Saviour 1s 
ſaid to break down the Wall of Partition be- 
twixt Jew and Gentile : And Chriſtianity is 

contrived to remove all odious Diſtinctions 


amengſt Men, on account of their being of 


this, or the other Nation; and to ſuppreſs all 
Animoſities on account of Days or Rituals 
in Religion, or on account of Differences in 
Opinion concerning Things that the Scripture 
hath left doubtful. Our Saviour, in order 


to cure his Followers of all Sees Bigotry, 


has 
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has left us a Parable, which ſhews, how far. 
a liberal Diſpoſition made a deſpiſed Sama- 
fan ſhine, beyond a Jeuiſb Prieft and Le- 
vite. Read the xth of Luke from the zoth 
to the 38th Verſe. 7; 
IN ſhort, the Chriſtian Religion doth fo 
far cut off all Occaſions of Mens being chur- 
liſh and ungenerous, that it requires us ta 
love our Enemies, to do good to them that 
| bate us, and to overcome Evil with Good. 
But this leads me to the next Particular. 


2. THAT Chriſtianity lays down the 
plaineſt and fulleſt Directions or Rules for the 
Exerciſe of Love and good Works, Our Sa- 
viour, when taking leave of his Diſciples, 
gives them a ſolemn Charge that they ſhould 
love one another, - not in the confined Senſe 
in which the Fews interpreted the Love of 
their Neighbour, nor after the common Fa- 
ſhion and Manner of the Love of the World. 
but as he loved them, who had endured fo 
many Hardſhips, and gave up even Lite it 
ſelf for their Sakes. And in this, till-that- 
time-untaught Degree of Love, he fays, © A 

% New Commandment I give unto you, That 
<« ye love one another as I have loved you; 
ce that ye alſo love one another“. This 
he infiſts on as the very thing by which his 
Diſciples were to be known and diſtinguiſhed: 
“ By this ſhall a// Men know that ye are my 


* John xiii, 34. —— 
« Diſciples, 


3 * 
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«*' Diſciples, if ye have love one to another &. 
To ſhew how much this was upon his Heart, 
and how indiſpenſable a Commandment this 
was, he repeats it over and over. © This is 
my Commandment, that ye love one an- 
© other +.” And again, Theſe Things I 


© command you, that ye love one another T. 


TE Time would fail me to mention 


all the Apoſtolical Precepts that are grounded 


upon this, and that apply it to particular 


Caſes. We are required to love one another 


with a pure Heart, | without ſiniſter Ends 


and corrupt Views] fervently, and not with 


a low Degree of Love, which is eaſily ſup- 


preſſed and extinguiſhed, We are further 


directed and encouraged to continue in all the 


Fruits of Love and Benevolence, without be- 


ing weary, © Let us not be weary in well- 
ce doing, for in due time we ſhall reap if 
« we faint not. As we have therefore Op- 
ec portunity, let us do good unto all Men, 
eſpecially to them who are of the Houſhold 
of Faith |.” I will add but one Place more, 


which may ſerve inſtead of many. Put on 


ww: 


c 


La) 


© therefore, as the Ele& of Gop, Bowels of 


e Mercies, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, 
another, and forgiving one another, if any 
% Man have a Quarrel or Complaint againit 
any; even as Chriſt forgave you, ſo alſo do ye. 
And above all theſe things, put on Charity, 
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* John xiii. 33, 4 John xv. 12. Ver. 17. 
v3 Pet. 1. 22. 4 Gal. vi. 9, io. : 
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which is the Bond of Perfectneſs, or the 
moſt perfect Bond and Cement. ] And let 
* the Peace of Gop rule in your Hearts, 
<« to which ye are called in one Body: And 
ce be thankful *. What Rules or Directions 
could be given, to include and enforce all 
the Inſtances of Liberality more fully and 
effeQually, than theſe and other apoſtolical 
Precepts of the ſame kind do? It is impoſ- 
fible to produce any thing from the beſt o- 
ral Writings in the World that ſhall equal 
the Chriſtian Rules of Benevolence, when 
conſidered with the dying Love and Com- 
mandment of Chriſt himſelf at the Head of 
them. Of this under the next particular. 


cc 


A - 


£« 


fv 


** 


. CHRISTIANITY gives us the brighteſt 
er of Liberality, and of generous Good- 
neſs, to render the Precepts more forcible. 
Abſtracted Reaſonings about the Nature of 
Benevolence, and the great Dignity and 
Amiableneſs of a liberal Diſpoſition, are no- 
thing comparatively to a fair Example of 
extenſive and unwearied Goodneſs. Nor 
will the beſt Directions ſufficiently move and 
guide Men, without fome Exemplification to 
ſhew that the things propoſed are practicable 

in ſuch Circumſtances as theirs are, and in 
what Caſes they ſhould be complied with 
and obſerved. But this is the Glory of Chri- 
ſtianity, that it does not only teach and re- 


* Colof. ili, 12=—15. 
quire 
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quire liberal things, but ſets alſo before us 
the nobleſt Examples of practiſing them. 
Ou Bleſſed Saviour himſelf was a per- 
fe& Pattern of all Manner of Goodneſs, in 
Temper, Speech, and Actions; meek and 
lowly in Heart, kind and compaſſionate, and 
a gentle Correcter of others when they knew 
not what manner of Spirit they were of. 
He ſpoke fo, that all bore him Witneſs, and 
wondered at the gracious Words that pro- 
ceeded out of his Mouth. And he went 
about doing Good, communicating Knowledge, 
healing Diſeaſes, and working innumerable 
Miracles of Mercy, though he was treated 
with invincible Spight and IIIl-will. He died 
alſo for the Good and Salvation of Sinners : 
And his Benevolence in ſo doing was un- 
paralell'd, whether we look to his Conduct 
toward his Diſciples, in his Agonies and un- 
der all his Sorrows ; or towards his Enemies, 
and thoſe that ſhed his Blood, in his pray- 
ing, Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do. Though he was rich, yet for 
our ſakes he became poor, that we through 
his Poverty might be made rich, And though 
there was no Cauſe of Death or Puniſhment 
to be found in him, yet he offered himſelf 
a Sacrifice for us, and bore our Sins in his 
own Body on the Tree. 

Tux Apoſtles of Chriſt, and the firſt beſt 

Chriſtians, were famous for Labours of Love ; 
and for the moſt bountiful Diſtribution of 
their Goods, as every Man had need; and 

- rn og - Tax 
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for all kinds of Liberality, both toward one. 
another, and towards all Men. They could. 
each x. them ſay in their different Trials, 
and allowing for their different Meaſures of 
Faith, as St. Paul does when the Holy Ghoſt: 
witneſſed in every City that Bonds _ Af- 
flictions waited for him, © None of theſe 
Things move me, neither count I my 
Life dear unto myſelf *, ec. 

TAE After-ages of Chriſtianity do alſo 
furniſh out a great Cloud of Witnefles to the 
fame Love of Religion and of one another : 
So that no two things are more commonly 
known and ſpoken of amongſt us,-----than 
its being ſaid by the Chriſtians themſelves, 
We do not /pea# great things, but we live 

ce them;” and its being ſaid by their Enemues, 
«See how theſe Chriſtians love one another.” 
It is allowed, that here and there very great 
Samples of Benevolence, and of a generous 
Spirit, have been found amongſt the Op- 
poſers of Chriſtianity, and the Strangers to 
it; but for Numbers of Perſons, from the 
higheſt to the loweſt Circumſtances in Life, 
being exemplary for all kinds of Liberality 
according to their Ability, here Chriſtianity 
evidently excels. 

Wr want /ving Examples indeed of this 
kind more common and generally known; 
but I hope the many Ways of recommending. 
Religion in all its Requirements, as a rea- 


Acts. Ax. 237 24. 
8 fonable 
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ſonable Service, that are now on foot — 
and the many ways of deviſing liberal Things, 
and ſhewing all manner of Benevolence, that 
have gained repute among us,----- will do 
ſomething to revive the Credit of pure Chri- 
ſtianity, and to increaſe the Number of thoſe 
who ſhall ſtudy to h themſelves Patterns 
of good Works. For, ON 


4. CHRISTIANITY aftords the moſt per- 
ſuaſrve Arguments and Motives to engage a con- 
tinual and perſeveringAttention to theſe things, 
It ſhews the great Evil of a contracted churliſh 


Diſpoſition. An unkind unmerciful Temper, 


is a /elf-formenting Temper ; it is generally 
diſappointed in the Ends it propoſeth to it 
ſelf. And if Men feek for Compaſſion, un- 
der ſuch Diſappointments, the Cry of Thoſe 
ſhall not be heard, who refuſed to hear the 
Cries of Others. They-lie under a common 
Odium amongſt Men, in conſequence of what 
was ſaid before, their being abhorred of Gor, 
And as to a future State, and the Proceedings 
of the Judge of all the Earth at the laſt Day, 
the xxvth of Matthew ſhews us the dread 
ful Cloſe of an uncharitable Life, 
ON ihe other hand, the liberal and cha- 
ritable Man has the greateſt and 5% of Ble/- 
ngs promiſed, both for this and a future 
World. All that can flow from the wile and 
rich Mercy of Gor, will be the Portion of 
the Merciful in the Goſpel-Kingdom. © Blef- 
ſed are the merciful, for they ſhall obtain 
Mercy. 
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« Mercy *. Liberal and Merciful Men of- 
ten meet with Returns in Kind, or however 
in Equivalent. Gop will ſpecially ſupport 
and comfort under their Troubles, and de- 
liver out of Affliction. Sometimes ſuch are 
favoured by ſurprizing Turns of Providence 
and in other Caſes with a wonderful ha 


-4 
Frame and Contentment of Mind. The Me- 


mory of ſuch alſo is Bleed. And if we 


look to a future Judgment, and an eternal 


State, their little Acts of Charity and Good- 
neſs will be greatly applauded in the Day of 
Trial, and greatly rewarded in thoſe everlaſt- 


ing Habitations to which they {hall be} Joy- 


fully received. 
THE expreſs Declarations of Scripture on 


each of theſe Particulars, would take up too 


much time to recite. But theſe Arguments 
and Motives being conſidered, as they are 
delivered in the Words of the infpired Wri- 


ters, cannot fail of engaging every honeſt 
believing Soul to deviſe and practiſe liberal 


Things. And yet I muſt not cloſe this Diſ- 


_ courſe, without conſidering briefly the Argu- 
ment in the latter Part of the Text. 


That is, 


III WI Ar Encouragement we have 


more eſpecially from the Words on which 


I am treating, to be liberal, and to perſiſt in 
our being fo. By liberal things we are {aid 


n 
to 
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fo fland, or to be eſtabliſhed. To ſtand in 
times of Temptation and Danger ; and to be 
eſtabliſhed when others become Bankrupts ; 
or in the midſt of their Plenty become miſer- 
able, till they are forced to leave their Wealth 
and Poſſeſſions to others. But ſo far are the 
new Poſſeſſors of Goods gotten, or ſaved, by 
Covetouſneſs and an unmerciful Conduct, 
from being eſtabliſhed ; that either the Tem- 
per goes along as a Curſe with the Eſtate; 
or elſe what is ſcraped together with much 
Labour and Penury, much Care and Sin, 
falls afterward into ſome Hand where it melts 
like Snow before the Sun. Whereas the Eſta- 
bliſhment of the Liberal hath a Reſpect both 
to himſelf, and to his Heirs and his Houſe 
after im, © He is ever merciful, and lend- 
eth, and his Seed is bleſſed *. 

THERE are three things that may be im- 
plied in this being eſtabliſhed by liberal De- 
vices and Practices. I would not be tedious, 
and therefore ſhall mention them with very 
little Enlargement. „ 


1. THE liberal Man ſhall be eſtabliſhed in 
a liberal Diſpoſition of Mind. There is one 
way of reading the Words, that confines 
them to this Senſe. Taking the two Verſes 
before the Text as a Deſcription of the Qua- 
lities and Practices of the Churl, or vile Per- 
ſon, and ſo reading them in a Parentheſis; 


* Pſalm xxxvii. 26. 


the 
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the Verſe I am upon is connected with the 
fifth Verſe, as deſcribing the Qualities and 
Practices of the Liberal, Thus: The 
<« vile Perſon ſhall be no more called libe- 
tc ral, nor the Churl ſaid to be bountiful : 
« But he ſhall be called liberal, who deviſetb 
« liberal Things, and whoſe Practice is an- 
ce {werable thereto, as one perſiſting and eſta- 
« bliſhed in them.” To this agrees that of 
the Author to the Hebrews * : © God is not 
< unrighteous, to forget your Work and La- 
© bour of Love, which ye have ſhewed to- 
« ward his Name, in that ye have miniſ- 
ce ter'd to the Saints, and do miniſter. And 
« we deſire that every one of you do ſhew 
the /ame Diligence, to the full Aſſurance of 
« Hope unto the End. The Practice of 
Liberality will lead us into a greater Senſe of 
the Pleaſure of it, than any Repreſentation 
of that Pleaſure in the beſt-choſen Words 
can do. And by Practice we ſhall alſo be 
led into new and freſh ways of exerciſing 
Liberality. For one good Work will hat 
us to another, and will prepare our Hearts 
for it. And every good Work will produce 
freſp Encouragements by the Aſſiſtances we 
have in it, and the 3 of Gop upon 
it. For, 8 


* 


8 


2. THE Liberal ſhall be eſtabliſhed in a 
continued Ability to do good, and in a Suß- 


* Heb. vi. 10, 11. 


zh 


— 
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ply of what is needful to ſuch a purpoſe. If 
the Words of the Prophet do not ftr:#ly 
mean this, yet the Goſpel-Diſpenſation, to 
which this Prophecy extends, does expreſly 
aſſure us of it. Every Man as he pur- 
te poſeth in his heart (or as he deviſeth) ſo 
« let him give; not grudgingly, or of ne- 
ceſſity (and by conſtraint) for Gop lov- 
te eth a chearful Giver. And Gop is able 
* to make all Grace abound toward you, 
« that ye always having All-/ufficiency in all 
te things, may abound to every good Work. 
e Being enriched in every thing to all Boun- 
© tifulneſs, which cauſeth thro' us Thankſ- 
« giving to Gop *.“ Seed is miniſtered to 
the Sower, not only 0 Food, but for en- 
creaſing the Fruits of Righteouſneſs: Andin 
this Caſe it is the Experience of liberal Men, 
that if the Seed ſown does not produce * 
ways the ſame ſpeedy Encreaſe, yet it pro- 
duces a richer Increaſe by waiting for it. If 
one Crop Fail, another ſhall be doubled; if 
one Spring be ſhut up, another ſhall be open- 
ed: For Gop ſhall ſupply all the Needs 
* of the Liberal, according to his Riches in 
Glory by Chriſt Jeſus .“ 


A 


3. Tyr Liberal ſhall be eſtabliſhed in his 
good Name, and in the Proſperity of bis 
Houfhold. 


.x Cor, in. 7; 8, de. + Phil. wv; 19 - 
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TE Name of a liberal Man, when men- 
tioned with his good Deeds, is as an Oint- 
ment poured forth. There is an Odour in it, 
and a Pleaſure communicated to all that have 


any juſt Senſe of his ere Goodneſs. It is 


a common Obſervation, That, though in other 


reſpects a Man be very much lighted, yea, 
though he be an Ill-man, yet if he be /:be- 


ral and bountiful, this gives him many and 
great Advantages in the Conduct of Life, and 
{ometimes in the moſt dangerous Attacks upon 
his Reputation and Intereſt by thoſe that 
ſet themſelves againſt him. OR 


AND then as to his Houſhold, the Pro- 


ſperity thereof is greatly promoted. For 


Wealth and Riches ſhall be in his Houſe ; 
his Righteouſneſs endureth for ever , 7. e. 


in the happy Fruits and Effects of it. To 


ſuch may be applied that of Solomon, There 


< 1s that ſcattereth, and yet increaſeth . 
And David had faid before, © I have been 


young, and now am old; yet have I not 
* ſeen the Righteous forſaken, nor his Seed 
« begging Bread . If with all his Righte- 
ouſneſs, (which in that Place ſignifies Cha- 
rity) he guide his Affairs with Diſcretion, 
as David's liberal and compaſſionate Man 
is ſaid to do, then ſhall his own Houſe be 
bleſſed while he is ſupporting and helping 
the Families of others. It was a Saying of 


* Pfal, cxii. 3. + Prov. xi. 24. 4 Pal. xxxvii. 25. 
„ : dt, 
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St. Auſtin , * That whatever is laid out in a 
Way of Mercy, is not to the Loſs and De- 
triment of the Heir, but for his Benefit and 
Advantage. This is a good Way of im- 
proving the Portions and Bleflings of Children, 
And if they be educated with true and right 
| Notions of Liberality, this will cut off many 
vicious and ſinful Expences. It will enable 
them to ſet out in the World with the Love 
and Eſteem of many, both their Father 80 
Friends and their own. f 

IT is a great Miſtake in Parents to pro- 
vide plentiful Fortunes for their Children, 
and not to teach the beſt and moſt proper 
Ways of enjoying them, and ſecuring a Bleſ- 
ſing with them. Mr. Gouge, writing of the 
Charity of his Father, tells us, He was ſo 
« far from ſuffering by his Father's Libe- 
e rality, that he was continually reaping the 
« happy Fruits of it.” Though his Father 
had given not only a Tenth Part, but ſome 
| Years a Seventh Part of his Income to pious 

and charitable Uſes, yet the Son ſays, © He 
could truly apply the Words of the P/almiſt, 
« His Seed is bleſſed.” The Memory of ſuch 
a Man is bleſſed, and his Poſterity are treated 
with greater Kindneſs, and ſometimes meet 
with extraordinary Advantages on that Ac- 
count. All good Men delight to ſee Bleſ- 
lings poured down upon the Heads and Houſes 


* Heredi preftabis, quicquid miſericordiæ cauſa 5 eus 
n. detraxeris. 
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of thoſe, who are deviſing to pour down Bleſ- 
ſings upon others. 
To cloſe this Head; I had rather have been 


intereſted in that Prayer of St. Paul for One- 
fiphorus and his Houſhold, than to have Javed 
all that he ſpent in pious Uſes, and ten thou- 


ſand times more, The Lord give Mercy 
« unto the Houſe of Onefiphorous, for he 
t oft refreſhed me, The Lord grant unto 
* him that he may find Mercy of the Lord 
te in that Day *. He that does juſtly, and 
walks humbly with his Gop, and delights 


in Mercy and Liberality, has many Prayers 


and good Wiſhes from Men, and many Fa- 


vours and precious Promiſes from Gop. Both 


Heaven and Earth are concered for the Hap- 
pineſs : and Eſtabliſhment of ſuch, 


Ir now remains, that you apply theſe things 
to the Charity which you are requeſted to bear 
a Part in this Day. I ſhall not repeat what 
has been ſaid, but only ſhew in a few Words, 
how needful and important a Branch of Li- 
berality it is, to relieve and help the poor 


Widows and Orphans of the Miniſters of 


Chriſt's Kingdom. I do not mean that we 
ſhould look upon it as the only End of this 
Sermon, to draw forth your generous Con- 
tributions for carrying on the good Deſigns 
of the SocteTyY that meet here on this Ge. 
caſion, I wiſh to Gop it might be of Ser- 


* 2 Tim. i. 16, 18. 5 
vice 
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yice to promote your deviſing liberal Things, 
fo as to extend to every other Branch of Li- 
berality recommended in the former Part of 


this Diſcourſe, and to make Benevolence and 


2 bountiful Conduct our daily Study and Prac- 
tice, But, to the Service of the Day. 


 Wnozver was the firſt Mover of this 


Charity, to which ſome have contributed al- 


ready very largely, and whoever were con- 


cerned in drawing up the Rules according to 
which your SocIETY is now formed. 


the Work itſelf muſt be owned to have been 


long wanted and defired, and to be above 
many other - Charities deſerving of Encou- 
ragement. = 1 


Tu RRRE are few, if any Caſes that call for 


Liberality, which have had leſs Contrivance 


and Conſultation about them, than this. There 
has been indeed now and then a Legacy, or 
perhaps a Giſt that muſt not be known, but 


theſe are Uncertainties. It is a Charity that 


has hitherto had no lated or ſettled Provi- 
ſion made for it. And yet the Objects are 


very numerous, and many of them are con- 


Feſſedly worthy of the kindeft Regards. 


 CoNsIDER the Caſe of the deceaſed Mi- 


niſters themſekves, whoſe Relicts I am to be 
an Advocate for. Some of them were Men 
of great natural Abilities, and of very con- 


ſiderable Learning and Acquirements. Others of 
them were Men of approved Piety and Pru- 
dence, And of all I may fay, that their In- 
tegrity 
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 tegrity and Honeſty were ſuch, as to adhere to 
what they thought Truth, and to take the beſt 
Way allo as they thought to maintain the Prin- 
ciples both of Civil and Chriſtian Liberty. 
And in fact, the Service done by them to 
the Cauſe of Truth and Liberty, is ſufficient 
to draw Reſpe& and Kindneſs to their de/?:- 
tute Families, Were theſe Men willing to 
be employed as devoted Servants to Gop, 
and the publick Good, while they might 
have been purſuing ſome worldly Buſineſs, 
and looking after their private Intereſts only, 
(as the Generality of the World do) and is 
there not ſomething due in a publick Way 
to the Remains of ſuch Men? Do not all 
the Members of CHRIsT owe Love and 
bountiful Regards to the Miniſters of CHRIST, 
and their neceſſitous Houſbolds? eſpecially to 
thoſe that, like the Levites of old, have 20 
Inheritance amongſt their Brethren? But to 
to this I may add, that ſome of them have 
been driven to ſuch Straits, as to break in 
upon the little Patrimony they had from Pa- 
rents and Friends, and into the Portions they 
had with their Wives, that they might be 

able to keep up their Uſefulneſs, and to pro- 
vide things honeſt in the Sight of all Men. 

Cons1DER further, the Caſe of the poor 
Widows and Orphans, when thus left. Shall 
thoſe Vidows whoſe little Subſtance has been 
ſpent, toenable their Huſbands to go on with 


their Fe Work; and who have never- 
theleſs 


— 
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theleſs carried it toward them, under all 


their Diſadvantages, with ſuch Affection and 
Oare as to ſupport their Spirits, and watch 


over their Health, whilſt they knew their 
Employment could not anſwer the Expence 


of their Families, or however, not provide a 


Subſiſtence for Themſelves and Children af- 


ter they ſhould be left in a widowed State; 
ſhall ſuch /7dows have no Share in our publick 
Charities, no kind Returns for their generous 


Love and Duty ? The good and honourable 
Women will doubtleſs think of them with a 
tender and bountiful Heart. 


AND ſhall a Number of helpleſs Orphans be 


caſtt upon an unkind World, and a World that is 


beforehand ſtrongly prejudiced againſt them 


too, and are not your Bowels moved for them? 


How great are the Temptations to which ſuch 


muſt be expoſed as they grow up, where they 
have no Proviſion for their being put out to 


any thing in Life? How many have been loſt, 


(. do not ſay to the Body of Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters, and to the Principles in which they 


were inſtructed, but) to the Publick, and 
to every uſeful Station for which they might 


have been formed by a ſmall Expence for 
their better Education? A well-deviſed Cha- 


rity to fit them for Trades, or to afſiſt them 
in going out to Service, would render 


ſome of them helpful to ſupport and aſſiſt 


the other Branches of the Families out of 


which they are taken, At leaſt, this would 


put 
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put them into a way of gaining a comfort- 
able Subſiſtence for themſelves, and living 
ſo as to be valued, inſtead of being a Bur- 
den and @ Charge to any. . 

TRE Rur xs of your Soci TY that have 
a Reſpect to theſe things, as they come to be 

generally &zown by their being put in Prac- 


 fice, and as Gop ſhall enlarge the Hearts of 


thoſe that attend theſe anniverſary Sermons 
and publick Collections, to increaſe the Num- 
bers that you are enabled to make Proviſion 


for, will in time recommend your Defign 
(as you may reaſonably expect) to thoſe who 
are in Circumſtances to give largely, as many 


have done. both in Life and at Death, to 
other charitable Foundations. When they it 
down to diſperſe and bequeath /arge Sums of 
Money to various publick Charities, vou Rs, 


I am perſuaded, by good Management, will 


be thought as deſerving as any others; and 


me may probably give yours the Prefer- 


eNCce.. | 
THERE are a Set of People, well known; 

who take care of their Poor, without ſeek- 

ing after any foreign Supplies whatſoever. 


And if Men of Wealth among qurſelves, 
would be fo good as to contrive for this, it 


might as well be effected in our Circum- 


ſtances, as in theirs. If this could be brought 
about, we ſhould meet with more Favour and 


Regard from thoſe that are not of us, than can 
be expected whilſt we appear to fail in our 
| Benevolence 
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Benevolence one toward another. The want 
of Charity among our ſelves, has a manifeſt 


Tendency to make it ſought for elſewhere. 

I xx leave particularly on this Occa- 
ſion, to requeſt your kind Regard to the 
Miniſters of Religion for the ſake of heir 


Office ; and not merely upon perſonal Conſi- 


_ derations; though theſe may juſtly raiſe your 


Eſteem and Affection for ſome, above others. 
Your Reſpect to Miniſters that are dead will 
be accompanied, if you think rightly, with 
Endeavours to promote the Credit and Uſe- 
fulneſs of the living. Hereby, they will 
All be engaged moſt gratefully and chearfully 
to ſtrengthen your Hands, and to do what- 
ever lies in their Power to make your Cha- 


rity ſucceſsful and laſting. There is one 
Caution which I hope no one Perſon will 


take amiſs, though ſome ſhould not think it 


neceſſary: It is this; To guard againſt 
every thing that would look like the incon- 


fifkent Conduct of the eus, who uſed the 


living Prophets ill, whilſt they profeſſed: a 


high * to the dead, and built and gar 
niſhed their Sepulchres. 


IT is my earneſt Deſire that St. Paul's 


Account of Charity may govern your Tem- 


pers and your Hearts, while you are libe- 


rally diſperſing with your Hands. The Ple ce 

in view is the xiiith Chapter of the Firſt 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians. There are tere 
things. only, that I ſhall now recite from 


F thence, 
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thence, namely, that the greateſt Attain- 
ments, and the nobleſt Aclions receive all 
their Worth and Value from a fincere Love 
to Gop and Man, Though you had all 


Languages, and all Sciences, and even a 


Knowledge of the profoundeſt Points of Reli- 
gion, and have not Charity, all will be count- 
ed as nothing. And though you ſhould be- 
{tow all your Goods to feed the Poor, and 


could ſuſtain not only Reproaches but Flames 
for the Cauſe you haye eſpouſed, or in the 


Apoſtle's Style, could give your Bodies to be 
burned, yet without Charity this would pro- 
fit you nothing. What that Charity is, you 
are taught very plainly and fully in the Chap- 


ter to which I have referred. 


To conclude: I would hope that ſome are 
come here this Day with Hearts deviſing to 
do very liberal Things, and that none are 
come here without a Heart to do Sig . 
according to their Ability. Let the Argu- 


ments that have been urged have their due 
Weight, And if Importunity will add any 


thing to them, I beſeech you for the Love 
of Chriſt, and for the Good of your own 
Families, and the Loye of your own Souls, - 
to help the Vidous and Fatherleſs in their 
Diſtreſs, Let inward Goodneſs, and the out- 
ward Expreſſions of it, go together, Let no 
unkind, unforgiving Thought to any Crea- 
ture, mingle with your preſent n 

5 | Hinder 


fo them that deviſe Liberal Things. 43 


binder the Acceptance of your Gift when it 


is actually brought to the Altar. In one 
Word, let all your things be done in Cha- 
«© rity.” And may your Charity be ſuch, as 
to overcome all Prejudices and Oppoſitions, 
through Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
has affared us we ſhall be „— at the 


4 r of the Fuſt *, 


T o him be Glory and Dominion for ever, 


Amen. 


* Luke xiv. 14. 
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